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IN THE EYE OF THE
BEHOLDER
When the local city council rejected the plans for a new
home in Old Agoura, they said that the home design and scale
"didn't fit" in the custom-equestrian community.
Council members offered that they like the variety of styles
in Old Agoura, and said they would welcome something
unique. They also acknowledged that it wasn't simple to define
what would fit into the
community.
The design
guidelines spell out the
desire for a "rural,
rustic, and country"
feel.
A safe bet, voiced
by Councilmember
Linda Northrup, is to
stick with classic, Old
World designs. Undoubtedly Arts and Crafts, or Craftsman,
with an emphasis on natural elements and local materials, is
acceptable. What if a builder's taste runs modern? As
evidenced by 16 written offers on one modern home for sale on
Wagon Rd. in Agoura, and 6 offers on a mid-century on
Balkins, modern is wildly popular. Indeed, three of the most
modern homes in Old Agoura are or were owned by two former
Agoura Hills planning commissioners, and a former chair of the
architectural committee of the Old Agoura Homeowners,
respectively.
With the
popularity of
modern styling, the
question at the
hearing was how to
make "modern"
have a "rural and
country" feel.
There is a vacant lot
in Old Agoura that
is offered for sale
with plans for a 2900 sqft. home with an exemplary rustic
contemporary design.
C onti nued. on page 3

WILD & WONDERFUL
Rumors abound that a mountain lion was sighted just off
Chesebro Rd. in Old Agoura. A resident on Foothill Dr. said
she saw a lion jump her six-foot fence. I've seen tracks on
the trail that look like my paperweight cast from P-22's
footprint (P-22 is
the famous
mountain lion
stranded in Griffith
Park).
A mountain lion,
specifically P-45,
was implicated in
the killing of a small
herd of Alpacas in
Malibu Canyon. Hopefully, the big cats stay away from
traffic and bide their time until the wildlife crossing is built
over the 101 FWY. Otherwise, the species will soon vanish
from the Santa Monica Mountains. The disappearance of
large animals has had deleterious consequences to
ecosystems everywhere - causing disease and plague that
was previously unimaginable.
Continued on page 3
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Tract
Monte Nido
Old Agoura
Malibou Lake
Triunfo
Cornell
Malibou Lakeside
Monte Nido
Old Agoura
Medea Valley
Malibou Lake
Old Agoura
Lobo Canyon

Br/Ba
3/2
4/3
3/3
2/2
4/4
3/2
3/2
4/4
5/5
5/4
5/6
4/5

Pool
N
N
N
Y
N
N
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
N

SqFt
2986
2745
3000
2126
4500
2664
1786
2963
4956
4000
5265
4835

Price
1,225,000
1,225,000
1,375,000
1,399,000
1,549,000
1,599,000
1,749,000
1,775,000
2,195,000
2,650,000
2,799,000
3,495,000

Comments
Gated single story, cherry wood floors, canyon views
1.3A, private wooded lot, contemporary, needing TLC
Direct lake frontage, architectural, major TLC needed
Unique 4A property with 4 residences, built in 1924
Great room, stone fireplace, vineyard, sports court
Modern tri-level, soaring beamed ceilings, incredible views
Wood walls & ceilings, seasonal creek, 2.5A
2A horse property, 2000 sq.ft. guest house, ride to trails
Chef’s kitchen w/antiqued cabinets, salt water pool
Modern traditional, complete remodel, gated, on lake
Privately gated Spanish estate, sports court, barn
Tuscan revival, magical private setting, 9.9A, incredible views

SOLD
Property Address
Mulholland
Waring
Hazel Nut
Camino Colibri
Mulholland
Lobo Canyon
Wagon
Chesebro
Country Ridge

Tract
Cornell
Cornell
Cornell
Monte Nido
Calabasas
Cornell
Medea Valley
Old Agoura
Stokes Canyon

Br/Ba
1/1
4/5
4/4
3/3
4/4
4/4
4/4
5/5
6/7

Pool
N
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

SqFt.
943
3042
3696
2166
4020
4034
3836
4469
6683

Price
683,000
1,125,000
1,407,000
1,645,000
1,830,000
2,010,000
2,025,000
2,200,000
4,249,000

Comments
Charming cottage near rock store on 3.27A
Complete remodel, iron double door entry
Mediterranean with hillside views, hi-end kitchen
360 degree views from wrap around deck, zen-like
Contemporary lodge, privately gated, hickory floors
Stunning Spanish estate, dual masters, vineyard
1.25A lot in gated community, hardwood throughout
Signature American farmhouse estate on 6 acres
Brand new, modern, open layout, infinity pool

IF YOU BUILD IT THEY WILL COME
On August 24, 2016, the City of Agoura Hills sought bids for the Old Agoura Park Equestrian Arena Footing
Replacement Project. On September 22, 2016, the City Clerk received only one bid - for $385,280. The scope of work
consisted of removing and replacing the existing equestrian arena dirt with a well-draining material, adding sub-base
to help facilitate drainage and to stabilize the footing. The bid included a
sub-surface drainage system consisting of filter fabric, perforated pipe,
and gravel. $125,000 is available from ballot Measure A designating
property tax dollars to clean-up and improve parks and beaches in Los
Angeles County. The City Council had no choice but to reject the bid due
to the shortage of funds and the inability to determine whether the bid
was the lowest possible price for the project.
Interested contractors are invited to submit alternative bids to improve
the arena footing. The city is willing to consider downsizing the scope of
work to reduce costs. Even without an extensive sub-surface drainage
system, which most professional arenas do not have, new footing would
be a 100% improvement since by some standards the existing dirt is
UNRIDABLE.
With this winter's rainfall, the arena was, for the most part, closed this
year. Even when not closed due to rain, the footing is an injury waiting to happen. All it takes is one false step on a
rock or clump of clay to crack a bone or tear a tendon in a horse.
Continued on page 3
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PAGE 2

IN THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER cont. fro m page 1
By breaking up the façade, alternating wood, metal, glass, and
stone, the home blends into the natural oak grove setting with
bird’s eye views. The low roof pitches and tall transom windows
set the contemporary tone. Included in the house plans are a
1500 sqft basement and 1400 sqft of decks and
balconies. Portions of the roof double as hydroponic
gardens. This is a blue ribbon project befitting any community
(in our humble opinion).
To see a rendering of this home, visit
www.agourahorseproperty.com or call Nona at 818 426-2292 to

WILD & WONDERFUL cont. fro m page 1
While we strive for the survival of wildlife, how can we make sure our livestock and pets
don't become dinner? Besides mountain lions, more prevalent coyote, raccoons, and raptors
are also opportunistic predators.
Beth Pratt-Bergstrom, director of the California Wildlife Federation, just published
When Mountain Lions are Neighbors - People and Wildlife Working it Out in
California. Pratt-Bergstrom recommends keeping small dogs and cats indoors, enclosing
livestock in non-permeable pens (at least from dusk to dawn), employing motion
activated lights and sirens to scare predators, or having a guardian dog - one specifically
bred and trained for the job.
The local building ordinances can clash with the preferred method of protection,
which is to keep domestic animals entirely enclosed 24/7. Los Angeles Regional
Planning has issued a memo entitled "Options for Animal Enclosures in the Santa
Monica Mountains." For a copy of the memo, visit
https://tinyurl.com/animalenclosures or email nona@agourahorseproperty.com.
Concerned homeowners can request a variance to secure their property and in kind,
protect wildlife from clashes with humans.

IF YOU BUILD IT THEY WILL COME cont. fro m page 2
A public arena in a horse-zoned neighborhood adds value to homes nearby. According to horse property specialist
Nona Green, there is a shortage of boarding facilities, motivating more equestrians to demand homes that can
accommodate horse keeping and even others that don't. Many folks just want
to be within an easy commute to a boarding and training facility, or any
boarding situation where an arena is available. So even if a home is not
horse-friendly, if it's close to where a horse can be boarded, it would be
desirable to a horse owner. Having a functional equestrian arena in the
neighborhood is a selling point.
Properties in Hidden Hills and other communities with arenas have
skyrocketed in value. The Old Agoura Equestrian Arena is underused at best,
a possible liability at worst. If the arena footing were replaced, one could
expect to see more than just the occasional horse enjoying the facility, and
even more demand for homes nearby.
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FEATURED LISTINGS
32067 LOBO CANYON RD., AGOURA
Stunning location in Malibu Valley wine country of the
Santa Monica Mountains. Secluded, yet minutes from
freeway and Malibu beaches. Architecture combines
modern and classic elements. Natural stone and warm
colors bring the feel of basking under the Tuscan sun! For
horse or car enthusiasts, there is ample room for accessory
structures on the nine-acre lot.

$3,495,000

www.AGOURAHORSEPROPERTY.com

